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O The marchers for freedom and democracy in Burma are only
35 miles away from their destination, the United Nations in New York
City. Because of the activists' perseverance and commitment, they have
raised awareness of, and gained supporters for, Burma's freedom and
democracy movement.

O One of the primary marchers, Ko Win Shwe, proudly said with
a smile that as the journey gets closer, he feels less tired.

O The campaign march that started on 1 September from
Grafton, Albany has now covered a total of 149 miles. The primary
marchers will reach New York City on 17 September if the journey
continues as planned.

O As soon as the activists arrive in New York City, they will be
joined by a variety of supporters and proceed together to the permanent
missions of each of the ASEAN member countries with a presence in
New York City. While many countries are very active in supporting
democracy efforts in Burma, ASEAN nations are not. Some ASEAN
countries have rejected calls from concerned governments to nudge the
Burmese government into allowing freedom and democracy for its
people. ASEAN relies on a policy of non-interference with the "internal
affairs" of member-countries as an excuse.

O On 21 September 2004, the second part of the freedom and
democracy in Burma campaign will begin. On that date, the activists
will embark on hunger strike campaign for an indefinite period, in an
effort to encourage the United Nations' Security Council to address
Burma's pressing issues effectively and efficiently.

O The activists are giving up time with their family, work
commitments and income to lend a voice to the over 50 million of
people from Burma. The activists are not even hesitant to give up their
own lives for them, if needed.

O At this moment, these committed individuals need the
solidarity, cooperation, and support of the people of Burma, whether
they reside inside or outside of the country. When the times come, the
people of Burma should be ready to join them in freeing Burma from the
tyranny of the military regime.

O The following is an interesting story of some local high school
students from New York State whom the activists had met during the
course of day fourteen of the journey.

O As the marchers were resting temporarily near a high school,
they were approached by a group of twenty students. The students were

curious about the activists' apparel. The activists wore white suits

smeared with blood-colored paint and bore a banner bearing a fighting
peacock design. (Fighting peacock is the symbol for the Burmese
students who demonstrated against the military regime.)

0 The students were very amazed to learn that the activists had
been marching for over 140 miles in order to bring freedom and
democracy in Burma. The students asked for head banners from the
activists to wear as a gesture of support. With banners adorned on their
foreheads, the students went around town shouting "Free Burma" "Free
Burma" slogans. The activists were touched by the way the high school
students' quickly understood and responded to their explanation about
the situation Burma.

0 Summary of the Journey on Day Fourteen

O The activists left the Grail Center at Cornwall-on-Hudson in
the morning at approximately 8:35 AM. The International Women
Organization helped secure this place for the activists to stay overnight.
The activists arrived at Bear Mountain Bridge at approximately 9:20
AM, the point where they had concluded the previous day's march.

O Lunch was provided by Reverend Leonard from St.
Christopher Church located at Buchman. The Reverend gave his
blessings to the activists and praised them for sacrificing their personal
lives for the good of humanity. Also, a reporter from the Buchman
Newspaper came to interview the activists.

0 As the activists reached Maryknoll Center at Maryknoll, New
York, they were welcomed by one of the Maryknoll sisters with open
arms. They were invited to attend a conference sponsored by the
Catholic Foreign Mission Society of America. The attendees include
priests, nuns, missionaries and Catholic religious leaders from all over
the world. Some of them had already learned that the activists would be
joining the conference, and they were anticipating their arrival with
excitement. There were about sixty participants at the conference. Most
of them were aware of Burma's struggle for freedom and human rights.
O Ms. Nancy Kleppel (Central Administrator), Reverend John
Barth (Assistant General, Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers), Dick Parker
(World Council on Church and Religion, United Nations) and Reverend
Clyde Philips (U.S Regional Superior) gave words of encouragement to
the activists. They also promised the activists to that they would help
them with the upcoming hunger strike campaign. The activists were
busy answering the many questions posed to them about Burma's issues.
The religious leaders were very knowledgeable about the issues facing
Burma. With this group of leaders showing such concern, the activists'
felt encouraged and had a renewed sense of strength.

O The activists concluded their journey at Maryknoll Center,
where they would be staying overnight at invitation of the Maryknoll
sisters. The activists deeply appreciate the hospitality of the Maryknoll
sisters and brothers.



